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News 
 

Small community—Great Opportunity December  2024   

President’s Message—Steve Marquardt 
 Congratulations to our Lena Wildcat high school football team who recently made a stellar  
appearance in the State championship! Their journey to the championship not only showcased their talent 
but also their character, earning admiration from their opponents. Well done! 
 This year also brought exciting developments for our parks and recreational spaces.   We greatly 
appreciate the  volunteers who have worked  tirelessly on the new Village  park complex as well as the 
generous donations and grants we received. Phase 1 of the youth ball diamonds is nearly complete, and 
we are thrilled to announce that play will begin next spring. The committee will be starting to focus on 
Phase 2 of the plan which will include walking trails and fundraising for a community pavilion. 
 The Park and Recreation Committee also continues to make strides on the ice rink area pocket park 
development, which will be a multi-seasonal space featuring pickleball, basketball, and ice skating. The 
committee is  actively pursuing grant opportunities to help fund  these vital projects, ensuring they are 
accessible and enjoyable for all residents. 
 The Village is collaborating with an outside agency to create a comprehensive  Main Street 
revitalization plan. This initiative aims to bolster opportunities for our current businesses while also 
attracting new enterprises, and helping to enhance the vibrancy of our community’s central hub. Funding 
for this initiative was made through a grant from Wisconsin Economic Development.   
 The Village Board recently approved the 2025 budget, maintaining the levy limit at the same level as 
2024. While this decision brings challenges, the board is confident we can continue to deliver the services 
our residents expect. By improving efficiencies and continuously evaluating work processes to eliminate 
inefficiencies, we will ensure that resources are maximized for the benefit of the community. 
 Looking ahead, residents should also be aware that a reassessment of property values is likely to 
occur within the next couple of years.  Similar reassessments have already taken place throughout 
surrounding areas and are required by the State to ensure fair and accurate property valuations. We will 
keep residents informed as this process develops. 
 Another major project on the horizon is the upgrade to the wastewater treatment plant. The Board 
made the decision to move the project into calendar year 2025 rather than completing it in 2024 to allow us 
to take the time to assess and correct additional needed repairs.  We were just recently notified that the 
project did receive additional principal forgiveness funding. While the cost estimate for the project  
increased with the assessment, so did the principal forgiveness, to nearly $1.4 million with the remainder of 
the project expenses eligible for a DNR low interest loan. This critical rehabilitation is required because the 
plant has exceeded its built life expectancy and is showing age on critical components. The upgrade is also 
designed to enhance efficiency and reliability while significantly reducing energy consumption.  
 There are several other improvements in the works for the upcoming year which will include 
 reestablishing a community watch program, Village website redesign, finalizing electronic version of the 
village code of ordinances, and a sidewalk improvement project to name a few. 
 With the spring election approaching, we encourage residents to get involved in shaping the future 
of our community. Several trustee positions and the village president’s seat will be on the ballot. Running 
for these positions is a meaningful way to contribute to our shared success. 
 Finally, we extend our heartfelt thanks to our village staff, board members, and volunteers for their 
hard work and dedication throughout the year. From addressing challenges to advancing key projects, your 
efforts are vital to our community’s success. We wish everyone a blessed Christmas and a happy and 
healthy 2025! 

 

 



January 
Jan 13— Court 4 p.m. 
Jan 13 —Public Safety 5:30 p.m. 
Jan 14—Finance Mtg. 8:30 a.m. 
Jan. 14—Public Works 10:30 a.m. 
Jan 20—Village Board 6:00 p.m. 
Jan. 31—Final tax payments at  
     Village 

February 
Feb. 10-Court 4 p.m. 
Feb 10 –Public Safety 5:30p.m. 
Feb. 11-Finance 8:30 a.m. 
Feb. 11-Public Works 10:30 a.m. 
Feb. 17-Village Board 6:00 p.m. 
 

March 
Mar. 10-Court 4 p.m. 
Mar 10-Public Safety 5:30 p.m. 
Mar.11-Finance 8:30 a.m. 
Mar 11-Public Works 10:30 a.m. 
Mar. 17-Village Board 6:00 p.m. 

 

2025 Village Quarterly Schedule 

Village Board 
President 
Steve Marquardt             920-373-2217 
Trustees: 
Terry Hinds                     920-373-3810 
Nicholas Heise               920-309-1965 
Craig LeFebre                 920-829-6146 
Linda Hinds                     920-829-5639 
Judy Patenaude  920-373-1426 
Robert Borchert   906-250-3160 

Contact Information 
117 E. Main Street 

Lena, WI 54139 
920-829-5226 

clerk@villageoflena.net 
www.villageoflena.net 

Hours: M-Thurs 7:30-4 p.m. 
Friday 7:30—11:30 a.m. 

 

 Village of Lights was held on December 7 in Lena. The wonderful evening kicked off with a tree lighting of 
the Village tree, donated by Whispering Pines Tree Farm. As the tree was lit, the Lena High Baseball Team’s  
Reindeer Dash runners began their race. The Lena Fire Department brought Santa, in the fire truck, down Main 
Street to the Village Hall where children and parents were awaiting his arrival. The Promotions Committee hosted 
goodies and raffles for all ages. The Blizzard Bingo card was an activity for the family to visit Lena participating  
businesses to get a stamp and treat, and completed cards earned a chance to win a gift card. A favorite by all was 
the horse carriage ride, graciously sponsored by Saputo, throughout Lena to take in the beautiful lights. The same 
evening, the  Elf on the Shelf started his 14 day journey through out the businesses of the village. His journey was 
logged by participants and entered for a chance to win a gift card to area businesses.   
 There are so many homes beautifully decorated in the village! Every year we see more homes decorated 
with so much charm and personality. There was not a street you go down that doesn’t have some sort of lights or 
decorations. The home decorating contest was a huge success with fantastic participation. It was very difficult for 
our judges to pick out the winners! Thank you all for helping make Lena the best decorated Village in the area! 
Winners included: 
Spirit of Christmas-Best overall light display. Won by Josh Maloney Home 
Griswold- Excessive use of lights. Won by Mark Shallow Home 
Daytime Visual- Looks as good during the day as nighttime. Won by Gail Pashouwer Home 
Christmas Themed-Carries the spirit of Christmas. Won by Marilyn Marquardt Home 
Traditional Christmas Theme– Won by Ken Wondrash Home 
Natural Glow Christmas– Won by Chad Misco Home 
 A huge Thank You to the following businesses for participating in the our events! Northern Prefinishing, 
Lyllu’s Café, R&K Auto Parts, Wooden Shoe, Saputo, McGuires Restaurant, Lena Fast Stop, Kugel Cheese Mart, 
Emil’s Barber Shop, Maple Valley Insurance, Emily’s Cutting Edge, Revolution Industrial, Hunters and Fisherman’s 
Bar, LeFebre Auto Body, Lena Lanes, State Farm Insurance, Dollar General, Lena Community Church, Rudy’s  
Repair, Lena Laundromat, Lena Library, Lena FFA, Seventh Day Adventist Church, Lena Fire Department and Chief 
Herald of the Lena Police Department. Also, Thank You to Shane Behnke, Tyler Schmit and Terry Earley for their 
hard work in preparing the village decorations. Thank you to Linda Hinds, Chair of Promotions, who spends  
countless hours organizing and creating this very special event year after year! 

Village of 
Lights 



Property Taxes 
Please pay with Check/Money 
Order. Taxes may be paid in 
 person, by mail or use the drop 
box outside the front door of the 
Village Hall until January 31, 
2024.  After that date you must 
submit payments to the Oconto 
County Treasurer.  

Curbside Garbage Pick-Up 
Garbage pickup is at 8am, every Tuesday. Please have your garbage 
curbside by then. Garbage must be in Village of Lena bag for pickup 
service. Bags are available at the Village Hall, Recycling Center or at the 
Lena Library. The cost per bag is $1.50.  
If you have questions, please call the Village Hall @ 920.829.5226. 

Garbage bags must be tied. 40 lb limit per bag. 

 

Don’t forget the Dog! 
 

Per Village Ordinance, you 
must license all dogs living 

in the Village each year. 
Paperwork is available at 

the Village Hall. The cost is 
$3 for neutered or spayed 

and $8 for intact dogs.  

Utility Bill News 
The Village of Lena Water and Sewer Utility is pleased to announce that you may now pay 
your utility bill on-line.  
1. Login to AllPaid.com 
2. Click on “make a payment” 
3. Enter code a0064y or Lena Water 

and Sewer Utility 
4. Enter your payment information 
5. A payment confirmation will be 

emailed to you 
 
It’s that easy!  Call the Village Hall with questions. *All-Paid does impose a service fee to pay online.* 
 

Did you know that utility bills can be sent to you via email instead of by mail? If you would 
like to receive your bills this way, please contact the Village Hall to sign up.  

 What's going on at the Lena Library? 
The Lena Library provides quality materials, resources and services, in a welcoming atmosphere. 

We are very fortunate to have such a great library in our community!  

Weekly & Monthly Programs Include:   
 

Monday Movies- 3:30-5:30p 
Toddler Tuesdays– 11:00-Noon 

Full S.T.E.A.M. ahead-Wednesdays 1-3p 
Storytime!-Fridays 10:30a 

 
Creative Writing Club-3rd Wed 4p 

Procraftinators-3rd Thurs 10a 
Bad Art Night-4th Thurs 4p 

Teen Night– 2nd Thurs 6-8p 
 

Join Us! 
 

Winged Wanderers: The Migrating 
Birds of Wisconsin 

Tuesday, February 18, 1-3p 
Lena Village Hall 

 
Houseplant Exchange 

Monday, January 27, All Day 
 

Library Hours 
 

Monday 9a-6p 
Tuesday 9a-6p 

Wednesday 9a-6p 
Thursday 9a-6p 

Friday 9a-4p 
 
 
 



Winter Reminders 
 

Winter parking rules are now in effect. No vehicle is to be parked on the street between  
2:30am and 7am, December 1-April 1. If you have tenants that do not receive this notice please inform them.  

Parking citations will be issued for non-compliance.  (Village Ordinance 302-16) 
 

The Village of Lena will be implementing a new street snow removal process to protect our sidewalks. If your property has a 
sidewalk, you are required to have the snow cleared within 24 hours of a snow occurrence ( see Village Ordinance 277-10 
below). The fee for the Village Public Works Department to remove sidewalk snow is a minimum of $150 per occurrence. 
Please make sure when removing snow that you blow the snow toward your property and not onto the street.  

It has been a long venture, but the 2 ball diamond project is near completion. The last of the fencing is 
being installed and games will be played on the diamonds starting in Spring!  What a fantastic community 
we live in! The donations of time, material and money from this community has brought this dream reality.  
The Park and Rec Committee cannot thank our generous contributors enough, and ask you to plan to join 
us as recognize them at our grand opening this Spring.  
 
Watch for more information as we enter in to Phase 2 of this park development! 
 
 


