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| am sure there are many just like me who can't wait
for the sunny warmer weather to arrive! It is also a
busy time in the Village. Final preparations are being
made to the ball diamonds at the new park site. An
event is being planned to recognize donors and
volunteers at the site that will kick off the baseball
season for our youth this Spring.

The next round of sidewalk renovations along Main
Street will also be starting soon. An informational
meeting was held earlier this year to discuss and
answer questions for those businesses and residences
where sidewalk upgrades are going to be happening.
Infrastructure updates like this are part of an overall
long-term strategy implemented by the Village to
ensure that deteriorating sidewalks are flagged and
identified sooner before getting to an unsafe state.
This concept helps not only the Village for planning
and budgeting purposes but also allows time for the
property owner to budget ahead of time as well. Per
village ordinance established years ago sidewalk
replacement cost is a cost share of 75% property
owner 25% Village.

In past newsletters | have talked about appearance
of the Village and how critical it is for a Village's
reputation, resident pride, and for attracting visitors
and potential new business. The Village is working
with an outside national consultant on a 5-year plan to
revitalize our Main Street. This effort was made
possible by a grant that Lena and Suring received
from the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation through the assistance of TEDCOR. Other
surrounding communities have submitted for grants
for this service as well. We are in the early stages of
this process and working with the consultants
through personal visits to our village. The main theme
that they identified is the first moment of truth/
appearance. The whole process is broken down in
stages and is tailored towards small rural communities
and individually for our Village. More to come.

We would like to recognize several businesses on
our Main Street who have made major investments
to their properties which improved our overall
Village appearance. Revolution Industrial Services
and Wooden Shoe for their past projects and most
recently the Bavarian Inn and Rudys Repair. Your
investment in your properties are great examples of
revitalizing our main street and improving our
Village appearance. Thank Youl!

Our Public Works Department is preparing for the
upcoming wastewater treatment plant upgrade
project. The Village Board has approved the low bid
for the project submitted by Rhode Bros Constr. to
implement the much-needed upgrades. Ordering
of equipment and supplies is in the early stages
with the major construction scheduled to begin
later this fall. The department is also in the final
stages of completing the lead and copper reporting
mandate set by the DNR. This is a newer reporting
process that the DNR has implemented for
communities that supply potable water to the
public. Our Village was flagged for the first round
and is now able to offer assistance and answer
guestions for surrounding communities who are
scheduled next. It was somewhat of a complicated
process, but | want to commmend our staff for
working through the process.

In closing a would like to thank the Lena
Volunteer Fire Department members for their most
recent contribution to the vehicle fleet. The recent
purchase of a multi-purpose UTV will allow the
Department to better serve our public. This
purchase was made possible by their fundraising
efforts. A thank you also for all people who have
supported their fundraisers!

As always, feel free to attend a Village Board
meeting to better understand what is happening in
the Village. Or contact me or any one of the Board
Members.



Community Updates

Brush Chipping Policy

The Village of Lena chips brush every
Monday, weather permitting. The Village
will chip brush free of charge for the first
% hour. After the first 2 hour there will be
a charge of $75.00 per ¥ hour per
resident.
- All brush must be piled in an orderly
fashion with all cut ends facing the street
or alley.
- Branches may not be any larger than 5" in
diameter and the brush piles may not be
any higher than 4 ft. or wider than 5 ft.
- If a contractor trims branches or removes
trees on your property it is the contractor’s

responsibility to dispose of such
branches and trees.
- Branches may not be brought to the
compost pile. Branches must be placed at
the street or alley for the village to chip. If
any resident does not follow the above
stated policy the village will not chip the
brush at that residence.

Ordinance 134-3. Regulation of length
of lawn and grasses.

(B) The Village Board finds that lawns, grasses
and noxious weeds on lots or parcels of land
which exceed eight (8)_inches in length
adversely affect the health and safety of the
public in that they tend to emit pollen and
other discomforting bits of plants, constitute a
fire hazard and a safety hazard in that debris
can be hidden in the grass, interfere with the
public convenience and adversely affect
property values of other land within the
Village..... (G) (2) Failure to comply: the Village
shall cut or cause to cut all grass and weeds
from the property and shall charge the expense
of so doing at a rate established by resolution
by the Village Board.

Please do NOT blow your grass cuttings into
the street. It plugs the storm sewers!

No letters will be sent. Possible citations for
offenders

WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE
The Village of Lena Public Works will
be flushing water mains on
Sunday, April 6, 2025
The mains will be flushed starting in the
morning. Please check your tap water for
discoloration before washing clothes.
Customers can clear discoloration by
letting the cold water run until it is clear. If
you have any questions or problems call
the Lena Village Hall at (920) 829-5226.
Thank you for your cooperation with this
matter.

Free Spring Clean-up Event
Village of Lena Residents Only

May 10 8 am-Noon

May 12 10 am-1pm

May 14 5 pm—7 pm
May 17 8 am—Noon

It's time to do some Spring Cleaning! Dumpsters will
be available for you to drop items at the Lena

Recycling Center during event hours only.

NO CONSTRUCTION ITEMS OR PAINT
(FURNITURE NOT ALLOWED AT DROP OFF, BUT
PICK UP MAY BE SCHEDULED AND PAID FOR AT

THE VILLAGE HALL)




What's Going on at the Library?

Our library has been selected to host THREE Indie Pop Up Films! Indie Lens Pop-Up is a
neighborhood series that brings people together—virtually and in-person—for film screenings and
community-driven conversations. Featuring documentaries seen on PBS’s Independent Lens, Indie Lens
Pop-Up draws local residents, leaders, and organizations to discuss what matters most, from newsworthy
topics and social issues, to family and community relationships.

We will be hosting our very first - Sunday April 6th at 1pm held at the Lena Village Hall 117 E Main
This documentary is an early showing, it isn't currently available to be viewed on any television stations.
The documentary is titled: Free for All: Inside the Public Library! What a perfect way to kick off National
Library Week! Free for All: Inside the Public Library tells the story of the quiet revolutionaries who made a
simple idea happen. From the pioneering women behind the “Free Library Movement” to today's librarians
who service the public despite working in a contentious age of closures and book bans, meet those who
created a civic institution where everything is free and the doors are open to all.

This fantastic opportunity to view this film is Free for everyone to attend and we will also be offering
an amazing charcuterie table courtesy of local business The Wooden Shoe. We will have a panel of
speakers to discuss both the film and the importance of public libraries in rural communities immediately
following the film.

Our second film showing will be held at the Little Suamico Town Hall and is Bike Vessel: Father and
son bond on an ambitious 350-mile bike ride in this portrait of familial love. Knowing his dad miraculously
recovered from three open-heart surgeries after discovering a passion for cycling, filmmaker Eric D. Seals
proposes an ambitious idea: Bike together from St. Louis to Chicago. 350 miles. 4 days. On their journey,
the two push each other as they find a deeper connection and a renewed appreciation of their quests for
their own health and to reimagine health. Date TBD

Ouir third film showing will be held at the Town Hall of Lena and is Matter of Mind: My Alzheimer’s:
Matter of Mind: My Alzheimer’s is an intimate portrayal of three families confronting the unique challenges
of Alzheimer’s and how this progressive neurodegenerative disease transforms roles and relationships.
Whether it's a partner becoming a caregiver or an adult child shifting into being their parent's caregiver,
these stories show how families evolve when a loved one is diagnosed. Date TBD

NORTHERN LIGHTS MASTER GARDENERS PRESENT: FREE COMPOSTING SEMINAR

The Northern Lights Master Gardeners will present a free seminar on composting, hosted by the Lena
Public Library. This event is scheduled for Saturday, April 12, 2025, at 2:00 pm at the Village Hall, located
at 117 E Main St, Lena, WI 54139. The seminar is open to the public and will feature a one-hour
presentation by Master Gardener Rick Dittrich.

During the presentation, attendees will receive detailed instructions on home composting. Rick Dittrich
will explain how combining materials such as leaves, twigs, coffee grounds, and citrus rinds can help save
money and reduce household waste. By using the right mixture of yard and kitchen scraps, participants will
learn how to create a valuable soil amendment or potting soil base.

Composting is essential to a healthy garden as it enriches the soil, helping retain moisture and suppress
plant diseases and pests. It also reduces the need for chemical fertilizers and encourages the production
of beneficial bacteria and fungi that break down organic matter to create humus, a rich nutrient-filled
material.

In addition to the presentation, Master Gardeners will be available to answer any gardening
guestions. This seminar provides an opportunity for community members to gain practical knowledge and
tips on sustainable gardening practices.

For more information, please contact the Lena Public Library at 920-829-5335 or visit our website at
www.lenalibrary.org



http://www.lenalibrary.org/
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TEDCOR ANNUAL UPDATE September 9
.ena business and clected leaders attended TEDCOR’s 3rd
Annual Economic Outlook: Oconto County Breakfast a few
alre A N e e - - N Public Works
weeks ago. There is a lot of good news about Oconto iy
- , . . . u
County’s economic health and vitality. New business Au;ust 12
development has dramatically increased in Oconto County September 9

within the last two years. According to the US Bureau of
Labor Statistics, Oconto County has scen a 18% increase in
new business establishments between the second quarter of
2021 and the second quarter of 2024. This far outpaced our
ncighbors in Marinette, Brown and Shawano Countics.

DOG LICENSE
Please bring in your pet’s vaccination records and register
your dog. Cost: $3 for spayed/neutered, $8 for intact. Annual
license is from Jan.-Dec. Per Village Ordinance 120.3 (2).
Licenses ard donitadtsil 1st. $5 late fee may be imposed.

Village Board

President
Steve Marquardt 920-373-2217

Trustees:
Terry Hinds 920-373-3810
Linda Hinds 920-829-5639
Craig LeFebre 920-829-6146
Nick Heise 920-309-1965
Bob Borchert 906-250-3160
Judy Patenaude 920-373-1426

Public Works
920-373-5324
920-373-5290

Terry Earley
Tyler Schmit

Building Inspector
Tom Smith 920-655-1735
tsinspections.com

Village Board
July 21
August 18
September 15

Upcoming Events

March 29- Fire Dept Meat
Raffle-Boneyard 2pm

April 1-Election 7a-8p

April 12- Lena Lions Fish F
430-730
St Anne’s Hall

April 19 Village of Lena Ea
“Egg’'stravaganza-
10-Noon

St Anne’s Hall

May 10,12,14,17 Spring Clean

ry

ster

Up. During Recycling Hours at

the Recycle Center
May 17-18 Dirt City Races

May 18 WUMPA Truck Pul
Dairyfest Grounds 6p
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